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Venture Capital Forum 
Encouraging Higher Levels of Venture Capital Investments in 

PIER Emerging Technologies 
 
The California Energy Commission cordially invites you to the Public Interest Energy 
Research (PIER) Program’s Venture Capital Forum. This event will bring together 
leading venture capitalists and innovative energy companies in the clean energy sector 
and encourage greater interaction between them and future PIER funded technologies. 
The Forum will also showcase research results from projects that have developed 
game-changing technologies that help California meet its energy policy goals and 
provide benefits for California’s citizens and businesses. Featured projects have 
achieved exciting technology breakthroughs, built companies, and created jobs in the 
clean technology market. Many of these technologies achieved their success with the 
help of venture capital investment. The Commissioners from the Energy Commission 
may also attend and participate. The Forum will be held: 
 

 
TUESDAY, June 7, 2011 

1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
East End Complex Auditorium  

1500 Capitol Avenue 
Sacramento, California 

 (916) 445-3700  
(Wheelchair Accessible) 

 

Remote Attendance 
Internet Webcast - Presentations and audio from the meeting will be broadcast via our 
WebEx web meeting service. For details on how to participate via WebEx, please see 
the “Remote Attendance” section toward the end of this notice. 
 

Purpose  
 
Part of the responsibilities of the PIER Program is to address the technology transfer 
and commercialization of the emerging technologies that PIER funds.  A substantial 
element of the commercialization of the emerging technologies is obtaining funding to 
reach commercial success. One of the primary sources of these funds is from venture 
capitalists. This Forum will bring together venture capitalists and researchers from the 
clean technology energy sectors to show how PIER funded research can result in big 



 

returns to California citizens in the form of new energy solutions, the development and 
expansion of new Clean Tech Startups, and more clean energy jobs. The Forum will: 
 

1) Showcase companies that have developed new cutting edge technology 
solutions that are ready for commercial growth; 

2) Highlight past and current PIER funded projects to attract potential investors;  
3) Give attendees the opportunity to ask questions to both researchers and 

investors; and 
4) Develop process improvements that encourage more venture capital investment 

in PIER technologies. 

 
Background 
 
California has long maintained a forward thinking, strategic leadership role in energy 
technology research and development. The Energy Commission’s PIER program 
supports that role with targeted research efforts, partnerships, and outreach.  One 
element of these research efforts is PIER’s Energy Innovations Small Grant (EISG) 
solicitations which focus on early stage concept development and provide an 
opportunity for innovative thinkers to develop novel technology solutions that address 
California’s energy policy goals. Following this early-stage research, successful projects 
are presented to private investors and others that will lead them to commercialization. 
These kinds of energy technology advancements are critical to help meet California’s 
energy policy goals. This forum will address activities to encourage follow on funding for 
PIER technologies. 
 

Public Participation 
 
The Energy Commission’s Public Adviser’s Office provides the public assistance in 
participating in Energy Commission activities. If you want information on how to 
participate in this forum, please contact the Public Adviser’s Office at  
(916) 654-4489 or toll free at (800) 822-6228, by FAX at (916) 654-4493, or by e-mail at 
[ PublicAdviser@energy.state.ca.us ]. If you have a disability and require assistance to 
participate, please contact Lou Quiroz at (916) 654-5146 at least five days in advance.  
 
Please direct all news media inquiries to the Media and Public Communications Office 
at (916) 654-4989, or by e-mail at [ mediaoffice@energy.state.ca.us ].  
 
If you have questions on the technical subject matter of this meeting, please e-mail 
Pedro Gomez at [ PGomez@energy.state.ca.us ]. 
 

 

 



 

Remote Attendance 
 
You can participate in this meeting through WebEx, the Energy Commission's online 
meeting service. Presentations will appear on your computer screen, and you listen to 
the audio via your telephone. Please be aware that the meeting's WebEx audio and on-
screen activity may be recorded. 
 
Computer Log-on with Telephone Audio: 

1. Please go to https://energy.webex.com and enter the unique meeting number: 
927 173 300 

 
2. When prompted, enter your name other information as directed and the meeting 

password: meeting@1pm  
 

3. After you log-in, a prompt will ask for your phone number. If you wish to have 
WebEx call you back, enter your phone number. This will put add your name on 
the WebEx log so that we know who is connected and have a record of your 
participating by WebEx.   
 
If you do not wish to do that, click cancel, and go to step 4.  Or, if your company 
uses an older switchboard-type of phone system where your line is an extension, 
click cancel and go to step 4. 

 
4. If you didn’t want WebEx to call you back, then call 1-866-469-3239 (toll-free in 

the U.S. and Canada). When prompted, enter the meeting number above and 
your unique Attendee ID number, which is listed in the top left area of your 
screen after you login via computer. International callers can dial in using the 
"Show all global call-in numbers" link (also in the top left area). 

 
Telephone Only (No Computer Access): 

1. Call 1-866-469-3239 (toll-free in the U.S. and Canada) and when prompted enter 
the unique meeting number above. International callers can select their number 
from https://energy.webex.com/energy/globalcallin.php 

 
If you have difficulty joining the meeting, please call the WebEx Technical Support 
number at 1-866-229-3239.  
 
 
 
 
Mail Lists:  (ghgimpacts, wasteheat, 33by2020, altfuels, greenbuilding, 
loadmanagement, distgen, electricity, reti, transmission, naturalgas, renewable, 
geothermal, wind, research, transportation, bioenergy) 
 
 


